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Liberty Reservoir Watershed
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2003 ACTIVITIES:
Spring electrofishing for black bass and white perch;
shoreline seining to document natural reproduction; gill
netting for striped bass; night electrofishing to document
striped bass and walleye natural reproduction.

Largemouth Bass: Good reproduction; surveyed adult
fish ranged up to 20 inches; fish in good physical
condition in late fall. Fish provided to MD Department of
Environment for tissue analysis.
Smallmouth Bass: Good reproduction; surveyed adult
fish ranged up to 18 inches; fish in good physical
condition in late fall.
Striped Bass: Poor hatch; night electrofishing found no
young-of-year; fall gill netting collected 6 adults ranging
in size from 19.5 to 30.6 inches; all fish in very good
condition.
Walleye: Poor hatch; surveyed adult fish ranged up to
25.1 inches.
Bluegill: Poor reproduction; collected good number of
yearlings.
Rainbow Trout: Excellent condition; anglers report
catching fish in the 18-to 20-inch range.
White Perch: Collected 262 fish; average size was 9.1
inches.

Liberty Reservoir
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Stocking: 3500 rainbow trout (11-to 12-inch adults).

2004 PLANS:
Stocking of rainbow trout (if available); monitoring of
striped bass, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass and
white perch populations; compiling of creel census
information collected from diaries from anglers.
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Loch Raven Reservoir Watershed
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           2003 ACTIVITIES:
                        Shoreline seining to document
                                     natural reproduction.

                                                 Largemouth Bass:
                                                   Good hatch.
                                                Smallmouth Bass:
                                              Poor hatch.
                                        Bluegill: Good to
                                  excellent reproduction.
                       Exotic Species: On August 13, 2003,
                MDNR Fisheries personnel discovered
              hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata), a highly invasive
submerged aquatic plant. The plants were confined to
isolated areas of Peerce’s Cove and were treated on
October 2, 2003. Two and four weeks after treatment,
MDNR Fisheries and Reservoir Natural Resources staff
observed that hydrilla was still covering 75% of the
infested areas. It is expected to spread rapidly into most
areas of the reservoir during 2004. (Hydrilla is the exotic
plant that has also invaded Piney Run Reservoir, Rocky
Gorge Reservoir, Little Seneca Lake and the Potomac
River).

2004 PLANS:
Seining to document natural reproduction; spring
electrofishing for largemouth bass.

NOTE: Baltimore County has a limited number of boats, electric motors and
batteries available for rental use on Loch Raven Reservoir.  Those interested
in more information should contact the Loch Raven Fishing Center at 410-
887-7692, in season, or 410-887-3818, off season.

Loch Raven Reservoir
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Loch Raven Dam is undergoing a major structural trans-
formation. State and Federal regulations require that Loch
Raven Dam be rehabilitated and modified to withstand
future significant storm events. The project is expected to
be completed by late summer 2005.

Road Closure

Provisions

Loch Raven Drive will be closed from Providence Road
to Cromwell Bridge Road throughout the duration of this
project. In addition, the fire trail, which extends from
Cromwell Valley Park to Loch Raven Drive, will no
longer provide access to Loch Raven Drive, neither at
the top of the upper dam, nor between the upper and
lower dams. 

No parking, hiking, cycling, skating on Loch Raven
Drive and adjacent sections of Morgan Mill Road and
Providence Road, M-F, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm.

Restricted recreational use of designated fire trails.

No access to Loch Raven Drive from fire trails
between dams.

Restricted recreational use of Loch Raven Drive,
between Dulaney Valley Road and Providence Road,
will only be in effect during the work week.  Weekend
recreational opportunities will not change (specifically
the closure of Loch Raven Drive between Morgan Mill
Road and Providence Road to vehicular traffic).

Loch Raven Dam
Rehabilitation
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Boat Ramp

Prettyboy Reservoir Watershed
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2003 ACTIVITIES:
Spring electrofishing for walleye; shoreline seining to
document natural reproduction; fall night electrofishing
to determine if there was natural reproduction of
walleye.

Largemouth Bass: Excellent reproduction; surveyed
fish ranged up to 20.4 inches.
Smallmouth Bass: Poor hatch; surveyed fish ranged
up to 18.4 inches.
Walleye: No young-of-year collected; four adults
collected ranging up to 22.4 inches.
Bluegill: Poor reproduction.

2004 PLANS:
Shoreline seining to monitor reproduction of fish popula-
tions; electrofishing for adult and young-of-year walleye;
transfer of adult pre-spawned walleye to this reservoir in
early spring is being considered.

Prettyboy Reservoir
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Kamloops rainbow fingerlings were last stocked in the
tailwater in 1990. Fisheries Service biologists docu-
mented natural reproduction by rainbows for the first
time in 1991. Stocked rainbow trout fingerlings in 2002
and 2003 had their adipose fins removed for later
identification. Fingerlings stocked in 2003 averaged
3.98 inches long with a weight of 42 fingerlings/pound.

Record precipitation in 2003 and Loch Raven Dam reno-
vation activities precluded all attempts to survey trout popu-
lations in the Gunpowder Falls tailwater this year.  Four to
eight stations along the tailwater have been monitored an-
nually since 1987 to determine trout density and standing
crops. Overall, cooler than normal weather and abundant
rainfall kept early spring season tailwater temperatures
comparable to freestone streams.

2003 ACTIVITIES:
The MD Fisheries Service conducted several activities in
the Gunpowder Falls tailwater in 2003. In an effort to bol-
ster dwindling rainbow trout populations between Prettyboy
Dam and Falls Road, fisheries personnel resumed stock-
ing rainbow trout fingerlings upstream of Falls Road in
2002 (550 trout) and continued the effort in 2003 with 2550
Kamloops strain rainbow trout.

Prettyboy DamTailwater
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2004 PLANS:
Trout hatch survey in June; adult survey in late Septem-
ber/early October; water temperature monitoring at
several locations in the tailwater; survey of one station
above Falls Road in May or June to obtain growth rate
data on the rainbow fingerlings stocked in 2003.

An annual electrofishing survey to assess the trout hatch
was conducted at three 100-foot long sites at Falls, York
and Bluemount Roads on June 27, 2003. The hatch re-
sults indicated a very poor year for recruitment. The missed
fall trout survey in 2003 prevented further assessment
of the 2003 trout recruitment status. The 2002 trout
hatch was an exceptionally high production year by
comparison.

Frequent cresting of water over the top of Prettyboy Dam
in the very early spring provided the newly stocked rain-
bow trout fingerlings with an ample supply of zooplankton
on which to grow fat. The improved discharges in the
tailwater in 2003 were also viewed as opportunistic to all
trout.


